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ger—the ugly landscapes of hunger—the ugly politics 
of hunger, and to realize that for all of our positive 
efforts of the past generation only the ugliness has in- 
creased. 

The only rational and creative possibility for man to 
improve his situation is to replace most of agriculture by 
artificial methods of food production. This book takes 
very seriously the possibility of synthetics and, by de- 
vastatingly destroying all the mythology that supports 
the current system, goes on to outline many alternatives 
to achieve the better life. 

Calder makes the case that men evolved as hunters and 
that agriculture, particularly field crops, is not only an 
artificial but a self-defeating means of obtaining the 
protein that is essential to life. 

The desire for prestige is primary, but only those who 
excell at some form of hunting are accorded the highest 
praise. “We can understand the prestige of the spaceman 
only if we accept that it is the hunter in mankind who 
is cheering.” 


INVENTION NEEDED 


With the current and future demands of the world’s 
population, man must invent (as he did agriculture in the 
first place) a more adequate means of feeding himself. 
Furthermore, “It has taken many millennia of philosophy 
and revolution to dismantle the outrageous institutions 
of the kings and priests, created in the immediate wake 
of agriculture; and if the end is now possibly in sight it 
is because of the creation of affluence by technologies 
other than agriculture.” For the common man, drudgery 
has persisted to the present, and to maintain morale men 
have had to brainwash one another with the fiction that 
work is a virtue. “Those who are rich enough simply 
go hunting.” 

The benefits of science must act as a bridge over the 
everwidening chasm between the richer and the poorer 
nations. 


NEw Power 


A unique contribution in Calder’s analysis is that of the 
new sources of power. Fusion power will make energy 
available and equally accessible to everyone. But if man 
is to make the most effective use of new sources of power, 
there must be more progress in his civilization. Reflection 
on the human species’ “Palaeolithic origins raised doubts 
about whether our agricultural habits are well matched 
to human nature,” thus, “consideration of our growing 
ability to modify human nature, by biochemical and bio- 
logical means, must make us wonder whether we can con- 
tinue to entrust the uses of such means to a social system 
whose criteria are those of money and power.” 


The study of man as a biological entity in an environ- 
ment compounded of physical and biological elements, 
both natural and man-modified, is the all-embracing 
ecology that must absorb our attention. The chapter, 
“In Place of Agriculture,” shows how normal are many 
synthetics and how much of the diet of the world is un- 
natural because it is inadequate, e.g. vitamins and pro- 
teins. But Calder is not advocating a “few little pills.” 
Tissue culture is a more efficient way to grow beef steak 
than manipulating herds of cows. The industrially pro- 
duced food of the future will be both substantial and 
palatable. And orchards have economic and aesthetic 
value not related to the wasteful use of land for the pro- 
duction of such foods as rice and beef. 

Mankind will, of necessity, have to change the rules of 
interrelationships and begin to play the environment 
game; and in the towns in the wilderness everyone will 
be free to either hunt or conserve. A de facto world gov- 
ernment will arise out of the absolute need to control and 
coordinate a proliferation of global economic and social 
institutions and processes. 

Although a bit labored and far-out in places, this book 
could prove to be one of the more important contributions 
to a significant breakthrough in feeding and freeing us all. 
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